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(1) Satr-e-Aurat:

The first injunction of Islam in this direction is satr-e-aurat
viz., the proper concealment of those parts of human body that need
to be covered at all times. Satr, literally means that part of the
human body which is indecent to be seen and must, therefore, be
covered always. If satr is not properly covered, it amounts to
nakedness. The satr of man according to Islamic law is that part
of his body which lies in between his lower knees and naval. And
the satr of a woman is her entire body except the face and her
two hands (hands - commencing from the wrists). The general
direction is that both the sexes should guard those portions of their
bodies as constituting satr against their exposure before every one
except their spouses. There are certain exceptions, however, such
as dire necessities and compelling circumstances as for medical
treatment etc. Some of the sayings of Prophet Mohammed in regard
to satr are given hereunder:

Muhammad-b- Jahsh reported that the Messenger of
Allah passed by Ma'mar while his thighs were
exposed, He said: 0 Ma'mar, cover your thighs, and
verily and the two thighs are private parts.64

Ibn Omar reported that the Messenger of Allah said :
Take care of nudity, because there are those65 with you,
who will not separate from you except near privy and
when a man goes unto his wife. So be ashamed of
them and honour them.66

Abu Sayeed reported that the Messenger of Allah said:
No man shall look to the private parts of a man and
no woman to the private parts of a woman, nor a man
shall be with another man under the same cloth, nor a
woman with a woman under the same cloth.67

64.      (387w) Sharhai Sunnat, Al-Hadis, p.696.
65.     These are said to be Angels.
66.      (27:129) Tirmizi, Al-Hadis, p.693-94.
67.      (27:118) Muslim, Al-Hadis, p.691.